Machiya

The townspeople of Kyoto in
Edo period lived in places
called Machiya. To enjoy
Kyoto in a unique way, it is
recommended that not only
the famous tourist
attractions should be seen,
but also its Machiya be
visited. It is a sure way of
getting to know the wisdom
and thoughts of people

living in Kyoto in the old
days. Travel back in time and enjoy the peace and tranquility of a Machiya!

In Meiji period, western
architecture was introduced
and the new building
standards law took effect in
Japan, Because of this, the
Machiya have failed to
spread. Moreover, it is not
easy for us, living in modern
ways, to live in Machiya. So
now, a lot of Machiya are
being remodeled into hotels,
museums, restaurants and
cafes.

On the other hand, some people in Kyoto are trying to keep Machiya as it was
in the old times. The company executive of Tondaya, Ms. Tanaka is one of
them. She creates an aura of the beauty of Japan. Ms. Tanaka felt that she was
left to protect the tradition of Nishijin-brocade when Tondaya was registered
as a tangible cultural property. Since then, Tondaya has made a lot of efforts
to protect Machiya and to spread the word about Machiya. However, it did
not always go well at first. Ms.Tanaka recalls when they started working to
achieve their goals, in the first 6 years, they. were uncertain about their
future. However, she is now very pleased that many people from not only
Japan but also all over the world visit Tondaya and learn about Machiya and
the tradition of Japan.

She says that although it is not so easy to show visitors their Machiya almost
everyday, she really hopes that the visitors feel the life and the heart of the

but she says that she doesn't think she is working for the sake of business.
She says that although it is really hard for us to lead an old-style life now, she
wants many people to know what it was like and to feel the heart of the
Japanese people in those old days.

Visiting Machiya may take you back in time and make you feel the long history
and intentions of the people in Kyoto. Experience without fail this hidden face

of Kyoto.
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Nishijin-ori

Kyoto has a long history. and many
traditions and cultures.  Nishijin-ori is a
sort of fabrics made in Kyoto traditionally.
Nowadays, it is coming to be popular
among the tourists, but there are many
people who don't know it. So we want to
know about it much more, and we want
you to feel closer. Nishijin-ori is ancient
fabric in Kyoto, and it has a long history of
500 years. In 1440's, a conflict occurred
in Kyoto, and after the conflict was over,
artisans began to make the fabrics. The
birthplace was at the west pre-army
position, Nishijin. so the fabrics were

named “Nishijin-ori"

The store which I want to invite you is the special store at Kamigyo-ku. This
store has a long history for about 95 years, and present owner is the third
generation.  Nowadays, it is very hard to succeed the management of
traditional industry to next young men and women, because they go to urban
to work, and traditional industry needs the hard skill. However, the owner
says, “Even only at my store, [ want to keep making Nishijin-ori, and keep
traditional industry in Kyoto.” Why don't you touch the Nishijin-ori which is
the most typical and high-grade in this chance?

OPEN : 10:00 - 18:00
TEL : 075-441-2576
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Hokosan st.

Take the bus no9 and get off at

Horikawa-Teranouchi. Then you will see
a big temple in the west direction. Go
straight in this derection turn right in
; the first street then turn left in the next
Teranouchi st. street, and you will see the place you'd
like to go on the left.

people in Kyoto in old times. These days, Ms. Tanaka gives lectures and holds

events aiming at having as many people as possible get to know about
Machiya and the heart of the people in Kyoto. She works globally and seems

to be very busy,




